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WEATHER GENERAL (Cont.)

There were light showers midweek;

otherwise, mild weather prevailed.

Rainfall amounts were mostly less than a

tenth of an inch. Average temperatures

ranged from three to eight degrees above

normal.

GENERAL

Row crop harvest was virtually

complete across the State with only

scattered areas still having crops to

harvest, according to the Nebraska Agri-

cultural Statistics Service. Mainly areas

in the west still had some later season

corn acreage to combine. Producers were

concerned about their winter wheat acreage

as there was generally insufficient soil

moisture received this fall. Although the

crop looks good, some precipitation will

be needed in the next few weeks and

adequate snow this winter for the crop to

be in good condition next spring. Russian

wheat aphid was noted as only a slight

problem for western Nebraska producers.

Some very high winds over the weekend

caused field loss to some corn in the

Panhandle and erosion problems for fall

tilled fields of central and eastern

Nebraska. Sugar beet harvest was com-

pleted in the western counties. Other

field activities across the State con-

sisted of: disking, deep-chiseling, and

applying fall fertilizer. The number of

days suitable for fieldwork averaged 6.8.

Topsoil moisture level rated 87%

short and 13% adequate, subsoil moisture

level rated 76% short and 24% adequate.

Last year, topsoil moisture level rated

34% short, 63% adequate and 3% surplus,

while subsoil moisture level rated 29%

short and 71% adequate.

CROPS

Corn harvest was approaching comple-

tion and was considered 96% complete,

compared to 92% last year and 77% average.

High winds in western Nebraska were

damaging corn still in the fields.

Excellent field drying of corn has reduced

the need to dry the grain in the bin and

keeping expensive drying costs to a
minimum.

Sorghum harvest was virtually com-

plete at 99%, compared to 96% last year

and 87% average. Soybean harvest was

considered complete. Only a few scattered

fields of soybeans and sorghum remain
unharvested.

Winter wheat condition rated 3% poor,

20% fair and 77% good. Limited moisture

supplies were stressing the wheat crop and

were a concern to producers. Russian

wheat aphid was cited as just a slight

problem in western counties and the

potential for wheat streak mosaic next'

year was reported.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

4% very short, 32% short, 63% adequate and

1% surplus. Hay supplies may be a concern

if a hard winter is received. Cattle

continue to graze stalks now that most row

crop fields have been harvested. Many

producers have been weaning calves and

moving them to sales at favorable prices.
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